DATE: (please complete)
Representation Against Licence Application 881900: Masq London, 201 Restaurant Tooley Street, SE1 2JX
I write as a resident of Shad Thames to ask that this licence variation is refused on the following grounds:
The Prevention of Crime and Disorder
I have witnessed or been made aware of Masq patrons engaging in a
number of disorderly and/ or potentially criminal activities, particularly when returning to vehicles parked in Shad Thames after closing.
Large groups regularly congregate around vehicles playing very loud music, conversing loudly, using foul language, dancing and partying with no regard for local residents. There have been a number of fights, with at least one individual carrying a knife. Residents have witnessed the public consumption of drugs and alcohol, with associated paraphernalia left littering the streets. Masq patrons also urinate in the street and on residential buildings.
On multiple occasions, the Police have attended in order to prevent crime and restore order.
There is a pattern of these events occurring more frequently when Masq periodically operates extended opening hours. Later permanent licensing hours will likely only exacerbate crime and disorder.
The Prevention of Public Nuisance
After closing, Masq patrons congregate around vehicles, play loud music, converse, dance and party late into the night. This generates significant public nuisance by disturbing and waking residents and has required the frequent intervention of both residents and the Police.
Residents who have sought to engage with Masq revellers have been met with hostility and threats of violence.
Shad Thames is particularly impacted by public nuisance of this type because of the tightly packed residential buildings and streets which readily amplify and transmit noise. Masq patrons are likely to park in the few free parking areas, all of which are adjacent to residential buildings.
An extension of Masq’s opening hours could lead to more frequent public nuisance, potentially in the early hours and up to 7 days a week.
Public Safety
As a Shad Thames resident, I have felt intimidated in my own home by the large groups that congregate in Shad Thames to continue their partying after Masq closes.
This is of particular concern where they are parked directly outside the entrance to residential buildings. I have feared for my own personal safety when entering the building during these periods.
I am aware that Masq patrons have been hostile to residents who have engaged with them. Given the fighting, drug taking and potential carrying of weapons there is significant public safety risk. I have feared for the safety of local residents who engage with these groups.
Drug and alcohol paraphernalia left littering the street creates further safety risk to residents, including children who live in the area and commute through Shad Thames to nearby schools.

Protection of Children from Harm
Resident’s children could be harmed by the loss of sleep caused by late night partying, hostility and foul language from Masq patrons.
Resident’s children and children commuting to school through Shad Thames could be harmed by alcoholic drinks, broken glass and the remnants of drugs left littering the street.



Conclusion
Given the significant issues highlighted above and Masq’s continued failure to address these matters, I believe that the Licensing Objectives would be undermined by extending Masq’s licensing hours, with a strong likelihood of further crime and disorder, nuisance, reduced public safety and potential harm to children. 


NAME: (please complete)
ADDRESS: (please complete)
Please provide receipt of delivery
